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the matter being personal to him
self, and Senator Hudspeth was called 
to the Chair. 

The Chair, Senator Hudspeth, over
ruled the point of order. 

Adjournment. 

Senator Nugent, at 1 o'clock p. m., 
moved that the Senate adjourn until 
10 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

The motion was adopted by the 
fqllowing vote: 

Ccnner. 
<!ewell. 
Johnson. 
Lattimore. 
McNeal us. 
Nugent. 

Astin, 
Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Darwin. 

Harris. 
MeCollum. 

Yeas-12. 

Page. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Nays-10. 

Gibson. 
Harley. 
King. 
Morrow. 
Parr. 

Absent. 

Robbins. 

Pairs Recorded. 

Senator Henderson (present), who 
would vote "yea"; Senator Hall (ab
sent), who would vote "nay." 

Senator Bailey of De Witt (pres
ent), who would vote "nay"; Sena
tor McGregor. (absent). who would 
vote "yea." 

Senator Hudspetch (present), who 
would vote "yea"; Senator Bailey of 
Harris (absent), who would vote 
Hnay." 

• <\.PPENDIX. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

Senator McNealus: Letter from T. 
L. Bell, a traveling man, stationed 
at Dallas, opposing "Gibson" bill. 

Senator Smith: Letter from Sam 
Howeth, member of Farmers' Union, 
Pine Hill, Texas, opposing "Gibson" 
bilt 

Senator Bailey of De Witt: Tele
gram from J. 0. B. Young and ten 
others, Edna, Texas, and J. T. Biv
ens and nine others, of Pearsall, 
Texas, favoring "Gibson" bill. 

Senator McCollum: Telegram from 
J. E. Cherry, Rockdale, Texas, fa
voring warehouse law. 

Senator Nugent: Petition from 
numerous citizens of Walker County, 
opposing "Gibson" bill. 

Senator Hudspeth: Telegrams from 
Menard, Texas, opposing, and J. G. 
Murphy, of San Angelo, favoring 
"Gibson" bill. 

Senator Conner: Telegram, signed 
by W. R. McClellan and nine other 
citizens of Coleman, Texas, opposing 
"Gibson" bill. 

FIFTEENTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Tuesday, May 18, 1915. 

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. ~. 
pursuant to adjournment, and· was 
called to order by President Pro Tem. 
Wiley. 

The roll was called, a quorum be
ing present, the following Senators 
answered to their names: 

Astin, 
Bailey of DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Dl!-rwin. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harley. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspetb. 

.Tohnson. 
King. 
Lattimore. 
McCollum. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Nugent. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absent. 

Morrow . 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Jour

nal of yesterday. the same was dis
pensed with on motion of Senator 
Harley. 

See appendix for notice of Petitions 
and Memorials. 

Messages From the Governor. 

A messenger frbm the Governor's 
office here appeared at the bar of 
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the Senate and presented the follow
ing .. Messages from the Governor": 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator L. H. 

Bailey of Harris, I cheerfully submit 
for your consideration the matter of 
creating and establishing in Harris 
County an additional court for con· 
eurrent jurisdietion in civil cases with 
the County Court at Law of Harris 
County, with such amendments, pro
Yisions and conditions as the Legis
lature may in its wisdom provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
.JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 
Governor's Office, 

Austin, Texas, May 17. 1915. 
":'" the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 

L<.!led Session: 
At tile request of Hon. P. L. Par

ker of Henderson, I herewith sunmit 
for your special consideration a bill 
hereto attached, creating the Greens
\Jorough County Line Independent 
Sehool District in Henderson and Van 
Zandt Counties, Texas. together with 
such amendments, provisions and 
conditions as you may provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 
H. B. No. By Parker. 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

An Act creating Greensborough 
County-Line Independent School 
District, situated in Henderson and 
\'an Zandt Counties; defining Its 
metes and bounds; vesting it with 
the rights. powers, duties and 
privileges of districts incorporated 
for school purposes only under the 
General Laws; providing for a 
board of trustees therefor, and de
claring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That there is hereby 

created and established in Henderson 
and Van Zandt Counties. Texas, an 
mrorporation for free· school pur
poses only, under the name and to 
he known as the Greensborough 
County-Line Independent School Dis
trict, which shall include within its 
limits the following described terri
tory, to wit: 

Beginning at a point on Battle 

Creel; where Van Zandt and Hender
son County line crosses Battle Creek; 

Thence north with the west bound
ary line of a tract of land owned by 
)1. L. Davenport, to the northwest 
corner of same; 

Thence north with the east bound
ary line of a tract known as the 
Stanberry tract to the Tyler and 
lanton road; 

Thence in a southeasterly direction 
to the Neches River; 

Thence south with river to county 
line; 

Thence south with river to the 
northeast corner of a tract of land 
owned by E. L. Green; 

Thence west with north boundary 
line of said tract to the northwest 
corner of same; 

Thence west with the north bound
ary line of a tract of land owned by 
B. A. Fitzgerald, to the east bound
ary line of a tract known as the 
Johnson tract; 

Thence north with east. boundary 
line to S. E. corner of a tract owned 
\Jy a Mrs. Coleman; 

Thence west with south boundary 
line to S. W. corner of same; 

Thence north with east boundary 
line to S. W. corner. 

Thence west with north boundary 
line of a tract owned by W. K. Wide
man, to N. W. corner of qame; 

Thence south with west boundary 
line to N. W. corner of a tract 
owned by W. M. Rhodes; 

Thence South with west boundary 
line to N. W. corner of a tract owned 
by a Mr. Honeycutt; 

Thence south with west boundary 
line to north boundary line of a tract 
owned by Jule Birdwell; 

Thence west with said line to N. 
W. corner of same; 

Thence south with west boundary 
line of said tract to S. E. corner of 
a tract owned by Lizzie Williams; 

Thence west with south boundary 
line of same to Battle Creek; 

Thence in a, northwesterly direc
tion with Battle Creek to place of 
beginning, containing approximately 
ten (1 0) square miles. 

Sec. 2. That said Greensborougb 
County-Line Independent School Dis
trict should have and exercise, and 
is hereby vested with all of the rights, 
powers, privileges and duties of a 
town or village incorporated under 
the General Laws of the State for 
free school purposes only; and the 
board of trustees for the said Greena.. 
borough County-Line Independent 
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consideration the question of legisla
tion by proper act to amend the road 
law in Wilson County, Texas, so ,as to 
properly regulate and provide for the 
co?l~ensation to be paid county com
miSSioners of said Wilson County 
when serving in the capacity of su
perintendents of buildings and in
specting public roads in said county. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Te"as. 

School District shall have and exer
cise, and is hereby "vested and 
charged with; all the rights, powers, 
privileges and duties conferred and 
imposed by the General Laws of this 
State upon the trustees of independ
ent school aistricts created and or
ganized for free school purposes only 
under the General Laws of tl..is State. 
Among the rights, powers, privileges 
aud duties herein mentioned shall 
be the rights and powers of levying 
and collecting taxes. for the issu-
ance of bonds and the erection of . Governor's Office, 
schoolhouses, and for the mainte- Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

i nance of the public schools as is pro- . 
· vided ·under the General Laws for To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 

the levying and collection of taxes Called Session: 
for the said purposes in towns and I hereby submit for your considera-
villages incorporated for public free/ tio~ the question of correcting a pro
school purposes only, vision in ou.r Criminal Procedure so 

Sec. 3. The management and con- as to prescribe that the recognizance 
trol of the public free schools within ?r bail bond to be given on appeal 
said district is hereby vested in a m felony cases will hold the defend
beard of trustees, which board shall ant for a new trial in case of a re
be composed of seven ( 7) persons, ve:sa} of the case. The Court of 
resident citizens and qualified voters Crimmal Appeals has held in the case 
within the district, each of whom of Sanders vs. the State, 158 S. w. 
shall make and subscribe to the R., page 291, that upon a reversal 
usual oath for the faithful and im- of the felony case that the sureties 
partial discharge of the duties of on the defendant's bond are released, 
his office. and the Court of Appeals has stated 

Sec. 4. The said Greensborough that this provision of the Jaw should 
County-Line Independent School Dis- be corrected In accordance with the 
trict shall be attached to Henderson suggestions here made. 
County for school purposes only, and Respectfully submitted, 
at the regular election on the first JAS. E. FERGUSON, 
Saturday in May, 1915, for the pur- Governor of Texas. 
pose of electing school trustees, there 
shall be elected seven ( 7) trustees, 
who shall decide among themselves 
which ones of them shall serve for 
one year and which ones shall serve 
for two years, in accordance with the 
General Laws of the State. 

Sec. 5. The deplorable condition 
of the public free schools within the 
territory herein described being 
without adequate school a~commo
dations, and without necessary funds 
to provide the same, together with 
the crowded condition of the calen
dar, creates an emergency and an im
perative public necessity that the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days be sus
pended, and tha:t this Act take ef
fect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth 'Legislature in 
Called Session: 
I beg to submit for your special 

5-Senate 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
I hereby submit for your consid

eration H. B. No. 133, introduced at 
the Regular Session by Honorable D 
H. Biggers and Honorable T. F. Bak~ 
e.r; same being an Act declaring prai
n.e !logs as a public nuisance, and pro
VIding for the destruction of same by 
lan~'!wners u!lon whose property 
prairie dogs exist, together with such 
a~~ndments, conditions and pro
VISIOns as the Legislature in its wis
dom may provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
I hereby submit for your considera

tion the passage of an Act regulating 
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the business of co-operative savings 
contract loan companies, defining 
such business, providing that all per
:sons, firms, associations, joint stock 
companies, and corporations engaged 
In such business shall be subject to 
the provisions thereof as provided, 
providing, that corporations to en
·gage In the business of co-operative 

provisions as the Legislature may In 
Its discretion provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Otllce, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

·savings and contract loan companies To the Thirty-fourth Legislature In 
may be chartered, and setting forth Called Session: 
the terms upon which they may be I hereby 'submit for your special 
chartered, defining the powers, duties consideration H. B. No. 529, as sub
and liabilities of such corporations, mltted at the Regular 'Session of 
P<'rsons, firms, associations, and joint your honorable body; same being an 
stock companies under the superv!- Act to suspend time for the payment 
slon and control of the Commissioner of principal that has become due on 
of Insurance and Banking, as spec!- former sales of land, belonging to 
fled therein, providing certain duties the Public Free School Fund, Un!
'()f said otllcer relative thereto, and de- versity Fund, and the several Asy
fining in what manner these duties lum Funds, together with such 
cShall be performed; creating offenses 1 amendments, provisions and cond!
for violations th<'refor, and declaring tions as the Legislature may In its 
an emergency, together with such discretion provide. 
amendments, additions and provisions Respectfully submitted 
as t~e Legislature in its wisdom may JAS. E. FERGUSON 
provide. G f T ' 

Respectfully submitted, overnor o exas. 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, Governor's Otllce, 

Governor of Texas. Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

'To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator Archie 

Parr and other prominent citizens, I 
hereby submit for your special con
sideration the question of a division 
of Duval County; to be In such man
ner and form and to contain such 
amendments, provisions and condi
tions as In the discretion of your 
honorable body you may think 
proper. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

'To the Thirty-fourth Legislature In 
Called Session: 
In accordance with petition signed 

by various members of the Legisla
ture, I submit for your special con
sideration H. B. No. 450, submit
ted at the Regular Session of the 
'Thirty-fourth Legislature; same be
ing an Act providing for the incor
poration of medical milk commission
ers and a cl'l'tificate of milk products 
under their supervision, together with 
such amendments, conditions and 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature In 
Called Session: 
At the request of Ho11orable M. M. 

McFarland, of Brewster county, I 
hereby submit for your special con
sideration a bill, hereto attached, 
having for its purpose the amend
ment of Article 1372, Chapter 12, 
Title 17, of the Revised Penal Code 
of Texas, and Artlole 7184, Chapter 
3, Title 124, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, relating to the 
regulation of the butcher business 
and the detection of persons illegally 
handling and butchering of animals, 
together with such amendments, pro
visions and conditions as the Legis
lature may in its discretion provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

By McFarland. H. B. No ... 

A BILL 

To be entitled 

An Act to amend Article 1372, Chap
ter 12, Title 17, of the Revised 
Penal Code of Texas, and Article 
7184, Chapter 3, Title 124, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 
which chapters relate to the regu
lations of the butcher business and 
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to the detection of gersons Illegal
ly handling and butchering of ani
mals, and prescribing bond, rules, 
regulations and penalties in con
nection tberewtth, - said articles 
amended hereby made a large num
ber of counties as being exempt 
from the provtaions of said chap
ters, and it Is the purpose of this 
Act to reduce the number of coun
ties so exempt, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be It enacted by the Legislature .of 
the State of Texas: 
Article 1372, Chapter 12, Title 17, 

of the ReYised Penal Code of Texas, 
and Article 7184, Chapter 3, Title 
124, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, be so amended as to hereafter 
read as follows: 

Article 1372 (Penal Code): The 
provisions of this law shall not ap-

- ply to eltbet of· the following coun
ties: Galveston, Harris, Montgom
ery, Walker, San Jacinto, Chambers, 
Liberty, Jefferson, Hardin, Orange, 
Newton, Jasper, Tyler, Polk, Trinity, 
Houston, Cherokee, Nacogdoches, 
Angleton, San Augustine, Sabine, 
Shelby, Panola, Franklin, Camp, 
Titus, Morris, Case, Bowie, Red 
River, Delta, Lamar, Fannin, Gray
son, Collin, Hunt, Dallas, Tarrant, 
Johnson, Ellis, Kaufman, Van Zandt, 
Henderson, .o\nderson, Navarro, Hill, 
McLennan, Limestone, Freestone, 
Leon, Madison, Grimes, Waller, 
Austin, Fayette, Bastrop, Lee, Wash
ington, Burleson, Brazos. Milam, 
Robertson, Falls, Bell, Williamson, 
Trans afld Bexar. 

Article 7184 (Civil Statutes): The 
provisions of the five preceding arti
ClE's shall in nowise apply to the fol
lowing counties: Galveston, Harris, 
Kontgomery, Walker, San Jacinto, 
Chambers, Liberty, Jefferson, Har
din, Orange, Newton, Jasper, Tyler, 
Polk, Trinity, Houston, Cherokee, 
Nacogdoches, Angelina, San Augus
tine, Sabine, Shelby, Panola, Rusk, 
Smith, Gregg, Harrison, Marion, Up
sllur, Wood, Rains, Hopkins, Frank
ltD, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Bowie, 
Red River, Delta, Lamar, Fannin, 
Grayson, Collin, Hunt, Dallas, Tar
rant, Johnson, Ellis, Kaufman, Van 
li!landt, Henderson, 'Anderson, Navar
ro, Wll, McLennan, Limestone, Free
atoae, Leon, Madison, Grimes, Wal
ler, Austin, Fayette, Bastrop, Lee, 
Washington, Burleson, Brazos, Mi
lam, Ro'llertson, Falls, Bell, William
son, Travis, and Bexar. 

There being no reason why the 

wholesome provtsions of the laws re
ferred to In the title of this bill 
should not apply to all that part of 
Texas peculiarly adapted to the rais
ing of live stock; and whereas, the 
high price of cattle has brought on 
an Increase In the crime of cattle 
theft and unlawful handling and 
butchering of cattle, which would be 
largely prevented if the butcher Ia w 
were more in force more generally 
in counties now exempt therefrom, 
an emergency exists demanding that 
the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three separate days should be 
abrogated, and the same Is hereby 
a·brogated, and this Act shall be in 
effect from and after its passage. 

• Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
The Democratic party is commit

ted to all necessary reforms of our 
judicial procedure. Continued con
sideration of other matters of legis
lation will prevent your body from 
giving proper attention to judicial 
reforms at this session. 

In order, however, that we keep 
faith with the people in our promise 
to give attention to this matter, I 
submit for your consideration the 
question and advisability of appoint
ing a Judicial Commission, consisting 
of five or more members to study 
the question of judicial reform and 
report back to the next session of the 
Legislature. 

Above all things, though, there 
should be no salary attached to this 
commission. The jurists of Texas, 
who are competent to suggest this 
reform, will render this service pa
triotically for the good of the State. 
I have no doubt of the State being 
able to secure the most competent 
commission to perform this service 
without purchase and without price. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
In pursuance of a resolution 

passed by the Senate, I submit for 
your consideration Simple Resolution 
No. 10, hereto attached, having for 
its purpose the printing and furn
ishing the people within a short time 
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after they are passed the Acts of thP
Legislature, together with such 
amendments, provisions and condi
tions as the Legislature may in its 
discretion prescribe. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Simple Rt'solution No. 10. 

the Seventy-ninth Judicial District 
in the Stat!' of Texas; to fix the 
time of holding the courts In each 
of said districts; to provide for the 
appointment of a district judge and 
district attorney for the Seventy
ninth Judicial District; to make 
all process heretofor" issued, as 
1Yell as bonds and recognizances 
heretofore entered into conform 
thereto; to repeal all laws In con
flict herewith, and declaring an 

Resolved, That the Governor of emergency;" changing the time 
this StatP hP requested to submit to fixed for holding court in the 
thE> Legislature at this present Spe- Twenty-eighth Judicial District, 
rial Session, the subject of providing and declaring an emergency. 
for printing the Acts of the Legisla-
ture. to the end thv.t the laws may Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
be prmted and furnished the people the ~tate of Texas. . 
within a short time a.fter they are Section 1. The Twenty-e1ghth 
passed. 1 Judicial District of the State of Tex

MORROW, 
HARLEY, 
M'NEALUS. 

The above Simple Resolution No. 
10 was Introduced in the Senate by 
Senator Morrow, and was read and 
adopted this the 5th day of May, 
1915. 

W. V. HOWERTON, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
T hereby submit for your special 

consideration an Act, hereto attached, 
to amend Chapter 48 of the General 
Laws of the State of Texas, passed 
by the Thirty-fourth LPgislature at 
its Regular Session, being an Act to 
reorganize the Twenty-eighth Ju
dicial District and to create the Sev
enty-ninth Judicial District of Texas; 
said Art heing for the fixing of more 
convenient and proper time for hold
ing court. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

as shall be composed of the counties 
of Nueces, Kleherg, Wlllacy, and 
Cameron, and the terms of the dis
trict court shall be held therein each 
ye~ r as follows: 

In the county of Nueces on the 
first Monday In January, and may 
continue in sPssion ten weeks; on the 
second Monday in July, and may con
tinue in session ten weeks. 

In the county of Kleberg on the 
tenth Monday after the first Monday 
in January, and may continue In ses
sion four weeks; on the tenth Mon
day after the second Monday In July, 
and may continue in session four 
weeks. 

In the county of Willacy on the 
fourteenth Monday after the first 
Monday In January, and may con
tinue In session one ,week: on the 
fourteenth Monday after the second 
Monday in July, and may continue 
in session one week. 

In the county of Cameron on the 
fifteenth Monday after the first Mon
day in January, and may continue 
In session eight weeks; on the fif
teenth Monday after the second Mon
day In July, and may continue In 
session eight weeks. 

All process, writs and bonds Is
sued, served or executed prior to the 

By Dunn. H. B. No. - taking effect of this Act, and return-

A BILL 
To be entitled 

able to the terms of said court as 
heretofore fixed by Jaw in the sev
eral counties composing said districts 
are hereby made returnable to the 

An Art to amend Chapter 48 of the terms of said court in the several 
General Laws of the State of Tex- counties as fixed by this Act, and all 
as, passed by the Thirty-fourth process heretofore returnable, as 
Legislature, at its Regular Session, well as all bonds and recognizances 
entitled "An Act to reorganize the heretofore entered Into In any of said 
Twenty-eighth Judicial District of courts, shall be valid and binding as 
the State of Texas, and to create I if no change had been made by this 
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Act in the times of 
terms of court. 

holding said I the times of holding said terms of 
court. 

Sec. 2. The Seventy-ninth Judicial 
District of Texas is hereby created 
and sha!l be composed of the counties 
of Starr, Hidalgo, Brooks, Jim Hogg, 
Duval, and Jim Wells, and the terms 
of court of the district shall be held 
therein each year as follows: 

In the county of Starr on the first 
Monday in February of each year, and 
may continue in session three weeks; 
on the first Monday in September in 
each year, and may continue in ses
sion three weeks. 

In the county of Hidalgo on the 
third Monday after the first Mon
day in February of each year, and 
may continue in session six weeks; 
on the third Monday after the first 
Monday in September, and may con
tinue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Brooks on the 
ninth M'onday after the first Monday 
in February of each year, and may 
continue in session four weeks; on 
the seventh Monday after the first 
Monday in September, and may con
tinue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Jim Hogg on the 
thirteenth Monday after the first 
Monday in February of each year, 
and may continue in ,session two 
weeks; on the eleventh Monday 
after the first Monday in Septem
ber, and may continue in session two 
weeks. 

In the county of Duval on the fif~ 
teenth Monday after the first Mon
day in February of each year, and 
may cont1n1.1e in session four weeks; 
on the thirteenth Monday after the 
first Monday in September, and may 
continue in session until December 
31 of each year. 

In the county of Jim Wells on the 
nineteenth Monday after the first 
Monday in February of each year, 
and may continue in session four 
weeks; on the first Monday in Janu
ary of each year, and may continue 
in session until the first Monday in 
February of each year. 

That all process, writs and bonds 
issued, served or executed prior to 
the taking effect of this Act and re
turnable to the terms of said court in 
each of the said counties composing 
said judicial district, and all process 
heretofore returnable, as well as all 
bonds and recognizances heretofore 
entered into, in any of said counties, 
shall be as valid and binding as if no 
change had been made by this Act iii 

Sec. 3. The present district judge 
and district attorney of the Twenty
eighth Jud'icial District, as the same, 
now exists, being residents of the 
Twenty-eighth Judicial District, as 
recognized under the provisions of 
this Ast, shall bold their offices until 
the time for which they were elected 
shall expire and their successors are 
duly elected and qualified. 

Sec. 4. The Governor, immediate
ly upon the taking effect of this Act, 
shall appoint a suitable person as dis
trict judge of the Seventy-ninth Ju
dicial District, and a suitable person 
as diStrict attorney for the Seventy
ninth Judicial District, respectively, 
each of whom shall hold his office 
until the next general election, and 
his successor is duly elected and 
qualified. 

Sec. 5. That all process issued or 
served before this Act goes into ef
fect, including recognizances and 
bonds, returnable to the district court 
of any of said counties, shall be con
sidered as returnable to said courts 
in accordance with the terms as pre
scribed by this Act, and all such 
process is hereby legalized, and all 
grand and petit juries drawn and se
lected under existing Ia ws in any of 
the counties in said judicial district 
shall be considered lawfully drawn 
and selected for the next term of the 
district court for their respective 
counties held in accordance with this 
Act; provided, that if any court in 
any county of said judicial district 
shall be in session at the time this 
Act takes effect, such court shall con
tinue in session until the term there
of shall expire under the provisions 
of existing laws. Thereafter the 
courts of said county or counties shall 
conform to the requirements of this 
Act. · 

Sec. 6. That all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict with the provisions 
.of this Act be and the same are here
by repealed. 

Sec. 7. The rapid settlement of 
the counties mentioned in this Act 
and the crowded condition of the 
dockets of the district courts of the 
various counties in said judicial dis
tricts and the want of time for dis
posing of the business of the district 
courts of said counties creates an 
imperative public necessity and an 
emergency requiring the suspension 
of the constitutional ·rule requiring 
hills to be read on three several days 
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in each house, and said rule is now 
hereby suspended, and this Act shall 
take effect and be in force from and 
after Its passage, and it is so enacted. 

form the duties, have the authority 
and be the clerk of the district 
court of the Eightieth Judicial 
District of Texas for Harris coun
ty; and providing for the transfer 
of cases from one district court to 
another in Harris county; and to 
repeal all laws and parts of laws 
in conflict herewith, and to declare 
an emergency. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator Hall, I 

herewith submit for your special con
sideration a bill hereto attached, 
looking to the reorganization of the 
Twenty-third Judicial District of 
Texas. and to create the Eightieth 
(80th) Judicial District of Texas, to
gether with such amendments, con
ditions and provisions as your honor
able body may In its discretion pro
vide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That the Twenty-third 

Judicial District of Texas shall be 
composed of the counties of Bra
zoria, Fort Bend, Wharton, and Mata
gorda, and the terms of the district 
court in said counties shall be held 
therein in each year as follows: 

In the county of Brazoria, begin
ning on the first Monday in Sep
tember of each year, and may con
tinue in session for five weeks. 

In the county of Fort Bend, begin
By Hall. S. B. No. - ning on the fifth Monday after the 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

first Monday in September of each 
year, and may continue in session 
for. five weeks. 

An Act to reorganize the Twenty- In the county of Wharton, begin-
third Judicia) District of Texas, ning on the tenth Monday after the 
and to create the Eightieth Judi- first Monday in September of each 
cial District of Texas, and to fix year, and may continue in session 
the time of holding the courts in five weeks. 
said districts; and to fix the juris- In the county of Matagorda, be
diction of the court. for the Eight- ginning on the seventeenth Monday 
ieth Judicial District of the State after the first Monday in September 
of Texas, and providing that the of each year, and may continue in 
criminal district attorney of Har- session five weeks. 
ris county shall represent the State In the county of Brazoria, begin
in all crimina 1 cases in the district ning on the second Monday in Febru
court in said Eightieth Judicial 'I ary of each year, and ma:y continue 
District in Harris county; that the in session for six weeks. 
county attorney of Waller county In the county of Fort Bend. begin
shall perform the duties prescribed ning on the sixth Monday after the 
by Jaw, both for district and coun- second Monday in February of each 
ty attorneys, in all suits instituted year, and may continue in session for 
in the Eightieth Judicial District six weeks. 
in Waller county, nnd providing; In the county of Wharton, begin
that the clerks of the district ning on the twelfth Monday after the 
courts of the several counties rom- second Monday in February of each 
posing the Twenty-third Judicial year, and may continue in session for 
District of Texas, as reorganized by siJ. weeks. 
this bill, shall continue as the dis- In the countY of Matagorda, begin
trict clerks of said district in the ning on the eighteenth Monday after 
several counties, and that the pres- the second Monday in February of 
ent incumbent of the office of dis- each year and may continue in ses
trict derk, and his successor in of- sion for six weeks. 
fire, of Waller county, be con- Sec. 2. That the Eightieth Ju
tinned as the district clerk of the dicial District of Texas is hereby ere
Eightieth Judicial District of Tex- ated and shall be composed of the 
as, in said county, and that the counties of Harris and Waller, and 
present incumbent of the office of the terms of the district court shall 
district clerk of Harris county, be held therein in each as follows: 
and his successor in office, per- In the county of Harris, begin-
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ning on _the first Monday in January, 
February, March, May, June, July, 
September, November, and December, 
of each year, and each term may con
tinue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Waller, beginning 
on the first Monday in April, Au
gust, and October of each year, and 
each term may continue in session 
four weeks. 

Sec. 3. The Govemor of the State 
of Texas Is hereby authorized and 
empowered to appoint some person 
having the qualifications provided by 
law for district judge as the judge 
of the district court of the Eightieth 
Judicial District of Texas, who shall 
hold his office until the next general 
election for State offices in the State 
of Texas, and until his successor is 
elected and qualified, as Is provided 
by law. He shall receive the same 
salary that Is now provided, or may 
hereafter be provided, to be paid to 
district judges, and in like manner. 

Sec. 4. That the district judge of 
the Twenty-third Judicial District of 
Texas elected and now acting as judge 
for said district shall hold his office 
until the term for which he was elect
ed shall expire, and until his suc
cessor Is duly elected and qualified. 

Sec. 6. That the criminal district 
attorney of Harris county, and his 
successor in office, shall represent 
the State in all criminal matters aris
Ing in and prosecuted in the district 
court for the Eightieth Judicial Dis
trict of Texas In Harris county, and 
shall perform· the same duties per
taining to suits In said court imposed 
upon him by law for the other dis
trict courts of Harris county. 

Sec. 6. That the clerk of the dis
trict court of Harris county, as that 
office is now constituted, and his suc
cessor In office, shall be the clerk of 
the district court of the Eightieth 
Judicial District of Texas, and shall 
perform all the duties pertaining to 
the clerkship of said court. as well 
as the duties imposed upon him as 
the clerk of other district courts of 
Harris county, 

Sec. 7. That the other district 
courts ot Harris county and the dis
trict court of the Eightieth Judicial 
District, In the county of Harris, shall 
have concurrent jurisdiction with 
each other throughout the limits of 
Harris county, In all matters, civil 
and criminal, of which jurisdiction 
is given to the district courts by the 
Constitution and laws of the State. 

Sec. 8. That any judge of any dis-

trict court of Harris county may, in 
his discretion, either in term time or 
in vacation, transfer any case, civil 
or criminal, that may at any time be 
pending In his court, to any other dis
trict court in said county, by order· 
entered upon the minutes of the court. 
making such transfer, and where such 
transfer is made, the clerk of said' 
court shall enter the case upon the· 
dockets of the court to which the• 
same is transferred, and when the 
same has so been entered upon the 
docket, the judge of the court to 
which the case has been transferred' 
shall try and dispose of said case illl 
the same manner as other cases. 
pending in said court. 

Sec. 9. That upon the county at-· 
torney of Waller county elected and' 
now acting as such in said county. 
and his successor In office, is im
posed the same duties of representing: 
the State In all matters, both civil 
and criminal, now Imposed by gen
eral law upon county and district at
torneys in reference to matters of· 
which district courts have jurisdic
tion under the Constitution and laws. 
of the State, and his compensation 
shall be that now provided by law for· 
county attorneys in counties having· 
no district attorney. 

Sec. 10. That the several district 
clerks of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Whar
ton, and Matagord!l counties, duly 
elected and acting as such, shall con
tinue to be the clerks of the district. 
court of the! r respect! ve counties, un
til the next general election r.nd until 
their respective successors are duly 
elected and qualified. 

Sec. 11. That the district judge 
of the Twenty-third Judicial District 
of Texas, as the same Is now consti
tuted, shall be the district judge of 
said district as the same Is hereby 
reorganized. · 

Sec. 12. That all process Issued· 
or served before this Act takes ef
fect, including recognizances, and 
bonds returnable to the district court 
of any of the counties of the Twenty
third Judicial District, shall be con
sidered as returnable to said courts· 
in accordance with the terms as pre
scribed In this Act, and all such 
process Is hereby legalized, and grand 
and petit juries drawn and selected 
under existing laws In any of the 
counties of said judicial district shall 
be considered lawfully drawn and se
lected for the term of the district 
court of their respective counties held 
after this Act takes effect. All such 
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process is hereby legalized and vali
dated. It is further provided that 
if any court in any county of said 
district shall be in session at the time 
this Act takes effect, such court or 
courts affected hereby shall continue 
In session until the term thereof shall 
expire under the provisions of exist
Ing laws, but thereafter the court In 
such county shall conform to the re
quirements of this Act. 

Sec. 13. The district court of the 
Eightieth Judicial District shall have 
such jurisdiction and powers as are 
conferred upon district courts by the 
Constitution and existing laws of the 
State of Texas, and such as shall here
after be given by law. 

Sec. 14. That all laws or parts of 
laws in conflict with the provisions 
of this Act be and the same are here
by repealed. 

Sec. 15. The crowded and con
gested condition of the dockets of the 
district courts in the counties com
posing said judicial districts and the 
want of time for the disposition of 
business of such courts. creates an 
imperative public necessity and an 
emergency exists requiring the sus
pension of the constitutional rule 
that bills be read on three several 
days. Therefore, said constitutional 
rule is hereby suspended, and this 
Act shall take effect from and after 
the passage hereof, and It is so en
acted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator John 

H. Bailey of DeWitt, I herewith sub
mit for your special consideration a 
bill, hereto attached, pertaining to 
the unlawful diversion of the natural 
flow of surface waters in the State 
or the impounding the waters of this 
.State in such manner as to damage 
the property of another, together 
with such amendments, conditions 
and provisions as your honorable 
body may in its discretion provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 
[The bill here referred to was not 

attached to message.] 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth L~gislature, In 
Called Session: 
I hereby submit for your special 

consideration a bill, hereto attached, 
providing that Interurban corpora
tions shall have the power to lease 
or acquire the physical property, 
rights and franchises of any other 
interurban corporation, together with 
such provisions, amendments and 
conditions as the Legislature may in 
its wisdom provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 

To be entitled 
An Act providing that any corpora

tion now or hereafter organized 
under the Ia ws of this State, au
thorized .to construct, acquire and 
operate electric railways, common
ly known as interurban railways, 
shall have the power to purchase; 
lease or acquire the physical prop
erty, rights and franchises of any 
other corporation organized for 
like purposes, or to acquire, lease 
or purchase the physical properties, 
rights and franchises of any cor
poration owning suburban or street 
railways, and giving to such cor
porations so acquired, leased or 
purchased, the right and power to 
sell or dispose of Its properties to 
such purchasing corporation, all 
upon such terms as may be agreed 
upon between the boards of direc
tors of the respect! ve corporations, 
provided that in case of said street 
car railways the consent of the city 
council, board of commissioners, or 
other governing body, as the case 
may be, of the city where such 
street car line may be located, 
must first be obtained, and also 
authorized or approved by a ma
jority of the stockholders; and to 
provide that such corporations may 
enter into trackage or lease con
tracts with owners of street rail
ways for passage Into or through 
such towns or cities, the city coun
cil, board of commissioners, or 
other governing body, consenting 
thereto. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
of the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That any corporation 

now or hereafter organized under the 
Ia ws of the State of Texas, author
ized to construct, acquire and oper
ate electric lines of railway In this 
State, commonly known as interur
ban railways, shall have power to 
acquire, lease or purchase the physl-
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cal properties, rights and franchises 
of any other corporation having and 
possessing like power, or shall have 
power to acquire, lease or purchase 
physical properties, rights and fran
chises of any suburban or street rail
way corporation, the lines of whose 
railway are to be operated in connec
tion with the lines of the interurban 
railway, and the right and power to 
sell or dispose of the physical proper
ties, rights and franchises by such 
corporation or person owning the 
same, to such corporation acquiring, 
leasing or purchasing the same here
under, is hereby given. Such ac
quisition or purchase may be made 
upon such terms as may be agreed 
upon by the respective boards of di
rectors and authorized or approved 
by' a majority of the stockholders of 
such corporations, respectively. Pro
vided, further, that corporations own
ing and operating said street car rail
ways before making sale of its prop
erties hereunder, shall obtain the con
sent of the city council, board of com
missioners, or other governing power, 
as the case may be, of the city where 
such street car line may be located, 
and in cities and towns operating 
under any charter which provides for 
the right of qualified voters to vote 
on the granting or amending of f·ran
chises to street railways or interur
ban railways, this right shall still 
exist. 

Sec. 2. Any corporation so author
ized to construct, acquire and operate 
electric lines of railway in this State, 
commonly known as interurban rail
ways, shall also have th-e power to 
make and enter into trackage or lease 
contracts with any corporation own
ing and operating street railways, so 
as to procure continuous passage into 
or through such city or town, provid" 
ed the city council, board of commis
sioners, or other governing board 
shall consent thereto, and in such 
case the owner of such street rail
way is also authorized to enter into 
such trackage or lease contract. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915_. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session~ 
At the request of a large number 

of the members of your honorable 
body, I hereby submit for your spe
cial consideration a bill, hereto at
tached, having for its purpose to 
amend Section 4, Chapter 86, of the 

General Laws of the Thirty-second 
Legislature of the State of Texas, re-· 
lating to the issuance of stocks and 
bonds by the associations and corpo
rations brought under the jurisdic
tion of the Railroad Commission. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

By Campbell and Beason. 

A BILL 
To be en tit! ed 

An Act to amend Section 4, of Chap
·ter 86, of the General Laws of the 
Thirty-second Legislature of the 
State of Texas, relating to the issu
ance of stocks and bonds by 
the associations and corpora
tions brought under the jurisdic
tion of the Railroad Commission 
by the. said Chapter 8 6, so as to 
authorize such associations and 
corporations to create indebted
ness and to issue stocks and bonds 
in the same manner that railroad 
corporations are permitted to do 
under the provisions of the Rail
road Stock and Bond Law of Tex
as, and declaring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Section 4, of 

Chapter 86, of the General Laws of 
the Thirty-second Legislature of the 
State of Texas, is hereby amended so 
as to hereafter read as follows: 

Sec. 4. Said Railroad Commission 
shall have the same power to make 
and prescribe rules and regulations 
for the government and control of 
all such persons, associations and cor
porations as is or may be conferred 
upon said Commission for the regula
tion of railroad companies, and such 
persons, associations and corpora
tions shall issue no stock or bonds, 
except such as are authorized by the 
Railroad Commission under the pro
visions of the Railroad Stock and 
Bond Law of this State. And such 
persons, associations and corpora
tions are hereby expressly authorized 
to create indebtedness and to issue 
stocks and bonds to the same extent 
and amount that railroad corpora
tions are permitted to do under the 
provisions of the Railroad Stock and 
Bond Law of Texas, and the Railroad 
Commission of Texas shall have and 
exercise the same power, jurisdiction 
and authority over and with respect 
to such creation of indebtedness and 
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issuance of stocks and bonds by such 
persons, associations and corpora
tions, that said Commission bas and 
t'Xercist's over th£' crPa tion of Indebt
edness and the issuance of stock and 
bonds by railroad corporations under 
thP Ia ws of said StatP. 

St'c. 2. ThP fact that by reason of 
th£' uncertainty of the law it Is Im
possible for corporations of the kind 
mentiont'd in SPctlon 1 of this Act 
to market their bonds for the purpose 
of providing funds for the erection 
of public wharves, docks and piers 
and other property Incidental to the 
use therf'of creates an emergency and 
an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring all 
bills to bP read on three several days 
be susppnded, and the rule Is hereby 
suspended, and this Act shall take 
Pfft'ct and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it Is so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, In 
Called Session: 
I hereby respectfully submit for 

your consideration a bill, hereto at
taclled, involving the relieving of the 
Sugar Land Railway Company from 
the necPsslty of rebuilding and con
structing about thrt'e and one-half 
miles of Its road in Fort Bend county, 
Texas, as ordered by the court In a 
judgment entered In the cause of the 
StatP of Texas vs. The Sugar Land 
Railway Company, together with such 
amendments, provisions and condi
tions as the Legislature may in its 
discretion provide. 

RPspectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

An AC't rf'lieving the Sugar Land 
Hallway Company from the neces
sity of rpbuilding and constructing 
about three and one-half miles of 
its road in Fort Bend. county, Tex
as, as ordt'red by the court In a 
judgment entered in the cause of 
the State of Texas vs. The Sugar 
Land Railway Company, No. 
28,875, originating in the district 
<·onrt of Travis county, Texas, and 
declaring an emergency. 

Be it <>nacted by the Legislature of 
thP State of Texas: 
Section 1. The Sugar Land Rail

way Company is hereby relieved from 

the necessity of rebuilding and con
structing about three and one-half 
miles of Its road In Fort Bend coun
ty, Texas, from .a point where an 
extension of same begins, to Arcola, 
which was removed by permission ·or 
the Railroad Commission of Texas, 
by order duly made and entered on 
the 24th day of June, 1911, and 
which order was, before and without 
notice and after said track had been 
removed, rescinded by the Railroad 
Commission of Texas on the 3rd day 
of July, 1911, and which track the 
Sugar Land Railway Company was 
ordered to rebuild and construct by 
the court In a judgment entered In 
the cause of th!' State of Texas vs. 
Tbe Sugar Land Railway Company, 
No. 28,875, originating In the dis
trict court of Travis county, Texas. · 

Sec. 2. The fact that the 
time, when the mandatory In
junction provided for In the judg
ment In the case of the State 
of Texas vs. The Sugar Land 
Railway Company will have to Issue, 
is limited, creates an emergency and 
an Imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days be 
suspended, and the same is hereby 
suspended, and that this Act take ef
fect and be In full force and effect 
from and after Its passage, and It Is 
so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915-

To ·the Thirty-fourth Legislature, In 
Called Session: 
I herewith respectfully submit for 

your special consideration a bill, In
volving the question of granting per
mission to Imperial Sugar Company, 
a corporation, Incorporated under the 
Ia ws of Texas, to bring suit against 
the State of Texas, for certain Items 
specified In the bill, hereto attached, 
together with such conditions, addi
tions and provisions as the Legisla
ture may in its discretion provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

An Act granting permission to Im
perial Sugar Company, a corpora
tion, incorporated under and by 
virtue of the laws of the State of 
Texas, located at Sugarland, Fort 
Bend county, Texas, to bring suit 
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in the district eourt of Travis ( m) To cost of removing sorghum, 
eounty, Texas, against the State of $1,000.00. 
Tuas for the reeovery of certain (n) To loss In Ramsey cane con
sums of money advanced and for tract on account of Commissioners 
merchandise and personal property falling to comply with. the teTms 
sold and delivered to the Board of thereof, $10,000.00. 
Prison Commissioners of the State ( o) The loss of profit on 17,000 
of Texas for and in behalf of the tons sugar cane sold by Commission 
State, and to recover damages for to Arcola Sugar Company in 1912 
breach of contract existing between and 1913 in violation of contract, 
said Imperial Sugar Company and $68,000.00. 
said Board of Prison Commission- Sec. 2. That the said Imperial 
ers for and in behalf of the State, Sugar Company shall avail itself of 
and for waste and destruction com- the right to bring suit within two 
mltted by said Board of Prison years from and after the passage of 
Commisaloners upon the plantation this Act, and not thereafter. 
and properties, real and personal, Sec. 3. That said suit may be 
of Imperial Sugar Company while brought in the district court of Travis 
in the possession of and under the county, either in the Twenty-sixth 
control of said . Board of Prison or Fifty-third Judicial District, of 
Commissioners m behalf of the Texas, at the option of said Imperial 
State of Tuas as lessee, and de- 1 Sugar Company, and said suit may 
clarlng an emergency. be tried as ordinary suits against 

Be It enaeted by the Legislature of individuals in similar causes of ac
the State of Texas: tlon. ProVided, that no writ of at
Section 1. That Imperial Sugar tachment or other ancillary process. 

Company, private corporation, ineor- shall issue pending this suit, and 
porated under and by virtue of the should the Imperial Sugar Company 
laws ot the State of Texas, located recover final judgment in such suit, 
at Sugarland, Fort Bend county, Tex- no execution or other writ shall be 
as, is hereby granted permission to levied upon any of the properties of 
bring suit against the State of Texas the State of Texas or the Prison Com
for the recovery of the following mission, but said judgtl:!ent shall wait 
sums of money: l satisfaction by Act of the Legislature 

(a) For money advanced, labor making the necessary appropriation 
performed, merchandise and supplies therefor. 
furnished and serVices rendered in Sec. 4. The length of time that 
tacking cars, $ll2,967.38. has elapsed since the merchandise 

(b) For loss of 12,600 tons of and labor has been furnished the 
cane belonging to the Imperial Sugar State through the Prison Commie
Company on account or failing to sion and the damages incurred and 
harvest in proper time, $50.000.00. the importance to the parties at in-

(c) For loss in manufacturing terest creates an emergency that this 
12,500 tons of cane belonging to the Act take effect from and after its 
State at contract price, $25,000.00. passage, and it is so enacted, and the 

(d) For damage to fences belong- same conditions and shortness of the 
ing to Imperial Sugar Company while t~rm of this Session and the co~di
plantations were · in charge of the tlon ~f the c_alendar,. creates an Im
Prison Commission, $28,304.00. perat~ve pubhc neces~1t_y tha~ the con-

( f) To damages to buildings, stltutlonal rule reqlllrmg b1lls to be 
$750 00 read on three several days be sus-

(g) 'To damages to roads and pended, and it is so suspended. 
turnrows, $14,152.00. 

(h) To damages to tram cars, $1,-
132.50. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

(i) To damages to harness, im- To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
plements, tools, etc., $4,000.00. Called Session: 

(j) To clearing· 25,000 tons of 
frozen cane from ground left by 
Prison Commission, $18,750.00. 

tk) To loss on sorghum crop not 
gathered in proper time, $7 ,500.00. 

(I) To 'loss on cotton not picked, 
$2,500.00. 

I hereby submit for your consid
eration a bill, hereto attached, having 
for its purpose to amend Chapter 2 6 
of the Acts of the First Called Ses
sion of the Thirty-third Legislature, 
authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Ofi'lce to sell and condi-
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tionally relinquish to J. J. Kane, of 
the city of Galveston, 87 acres of 
land, more or less, of the public do
main, lying in Galveston county, Tex
as, on condition that same is to be 
used for the establishment of dry 
docks in the said city of Galveston, 
Texas. 

Upon a recent visit to Galveston. 
I went and made a personal inspec
tion of the land pertaining to the 
subject matter of this legislation, and 
I am of the opinion that it would be 
to the best interest of the State to 
encourage the building of dry docks 
in the manner proposed in the bill 
hereto attached. 

Texas has a long coast line--great
er perhaps than any other State in 
the Union, and in view of the com
pletion of the Panama canal we are 
destined to have many important 
ports of entry. Our shipping facili
ties will undoubtedly increase from 
year to year, we will thereby become 
more important in shipping commerce 
from year to year. I was· amazed to 
learn lately that there is no place 
for the repair of boats in Texas. and 
one of limited facility for this work 
at "'ew Orleans, and in reality there 
are no adequate dry dock facilities 
this side of Norfolk, Virginia. By en
couraging the building of dry docks 
in Texas many thousands of dollars 
will come to Texas in one form or an
other that now goes elsewhere. 

I trust that you will give this legis
lation your favorable consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 

To be en tit led 

An Act to amend Chapter 26 of the 
Acts of the First Called Session of 
the Thirty-third Legislature, au
thorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Lo.nd OfficP to sell and 
conditionally relinquish to J. J. 
Kane, of the city of Galveston, his 
hPirs or assigns. for the purpose 
of constructing a dry dock or ma
rine railway thereon. all right, title 
and claim in the State of Texas to 
certain flats or hnds under water 
on the shorf'S of Galveston Bay, 
so as to nrovi r1p for thp sale and 
conveyanc.<' of saicl property in con
sideration of th<> Prection of a dry 
dock or marine r:1ilw::tys at a cost 
of not Jess than on<' hundred and 
fifty thousand 1 $1:;11 0110.00) dol-

Iars, and the payment to the State 
of Texas of the price agreed upon 
as herein provided, and declaring 
an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That the Commissioner 

of the General Land Office of the 
State of Texas is hereby authorized 
to sell and patent to J. J. Kane, now 
residing in the city of Galveston, 
Texas, his heirs or assigns, for the 
purpose of the erection thereon of a 
dry dock or marine railways, all the 
right, title, interest and claim which 
the State of Texas has in and to the 
submerged flats or land under water 
on the shores of Galveston Bay, in 
Galveston county, Texas, the purchase 
price to be agreed upon by and be
tween the said J. J. Kane, his heirs 
or assigns, and a board, which is 
hereby created, consisting of the Gov
ernor of the State of Texas, or the 
Lieutenant Governor, in case of the 
inabili·· of the Governor to act; the 
Land Commissioner and the Attorney 
General, which said submerged flats 
or land under water are described 
by metes and bounds as follows: 

Beginning at the northeasterly 
corner of lot No. 50, in Section 1, 
on Galveston Island, as shown by the 
Trimble & Lindsey survey of Galves
ton Island; thence north 2 5 degrees 
30 minutes west with the prolonga
tion of the east line of said lot No. 
50, a distance of 2750 feet to the 
point of intersection with the harbor 
line as now established,' or as may be 
hereafter established; thence In a 
westerly direction with ,the said har
bor line a distance of 1,400 feet to 
the point of intersection with the 
prolongation of the west line of lot 
No. 52 of said Section No. 1, as shown 
by said survey; thence in southeast
erly direction parallel with the pro
longation of the east line of said lot 
No. 50, distance of 2,700 feet to tbe 
northwest corner of lot No. 502; 
thence in an easterly direction with 
the northerly lines of lots Nos. 502, 
51 and 50, to the place of beginning, 
containing eighty-seven acres, more 
or less. 

Sec. 2. vVhen the said purchaser 
of the property above described shall 
pay to the Treasurer of the State of 
Texas the price agreed upon, as here
in provided. for said property and 
signify his desire to begin the erec
tion of said dry dock or marine rail
wavs, the Commissioner of •the Gen
<>ra·l Land Offire of the State of Texas 
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is hereby authorized to execute and I dall counties, together with such 
deliver to the said J. J. Kane, .his amendments, conditions and provis
heirs or assigns, a proper instrument ions as your honorable body may see 
conveying to said purchaser any and fit to enact. 
all the right, title or claim of the Respectfully submitted, 
State of Texas in and to the herein- JAS. E. FERGUSON, 
before described submerged flats, or Governor of Texas. 
land under water, for the purpose 
herein provided. By Johnson. S. B. No.-

Sec. 3. That tbe grant hereby 
made is on the condition that the 
said purchaser will within six months 
from the date of the execution of the 
conveyance of said land, as herein 
provided, begin the work of con
structing said dry dock or marine 
railways, and will expend in the erec
tion of a dry dock or marine rail
ways the sum of not less than one 
hundred and fifty thousand ($150,-
000.00) dollars within five years 
from the passage of this Act, and 
shall make such additional improve
ments in said dry dock and marine 
railways as from time to time may be 
necessary to supply the demands of 
the port of Galveston with adequate 
dry dock facilities, and failing in 
which the rights, herein granted, 
shall become void, and the property 
herein described shall revert to the 
State. 

Sec. 4. The fact that there are 
no dry docks or marine railways of 
suffident size to accommodate the 
army transports and large ocean
goil)g vessels visiting the ports of 
Texas, and the ·great and urgent de
mand for adequate dry docks and ma
rine ways at the port of Galveston, 
causing a loss in material and labor 
of several hundred thousand dollars 
annually, creates an emergency, and 
an imperative public necessity exists, 
.and that the constitutional rule re
quiring bills to be read on three sev
eral days should be suspended, and 
the same is so suspended, and this 
Act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature, in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator John

son, I herewith submit for your spe
cial consideration a bill, hereto at
tached, to amend Section 1, Chapter 
23, of tile Local and Special Laws 
passed by the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, same re
lating to the Happy Independent 
School District in Swisher and Ran-

A BILL 

To be entitled 

An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter 
23, of the Local and Special Laws 
passed by the Regular Session of 
the Thirty-fourth Legislature, en
titled "An Act creating the Happy 
Independent School District, in 
Swisher and Randall counties, Tex
as, defining its metes and bounds; 
providing for a ·board of trustees 
therefor; vestin·g it with the rights 
and duties of districts incorporated 
for school purposes only under the 
General Laws, and declaring an 
emergency." 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Section 1, of Chap

ter 2 3, of the Local and Special Laws 
passed by the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, shall here
after read as follows: 

That the Happy Independent School 
District is hereby created in Swisher 
and Randall counties, Texas, con
taining within its limits the follow
ing described territory, to wit: 

Beginning at the southeast corner 
of survey No. 13, block No. M9, in 
Swisher county, Texas; thence north 
about five miles to the northeast cor
ner of survey No. 9, block M9, in 
Randall county, Texas; thence west 
about seven miles to the northwest 
corner of survey No. 4, block M6, in 
Randall co-unty, Texas; thence south 
about five miles to the southwest cor
ner of survey No. 8, block M:6, in 
Swisher county, Texas; thence east 
about seven miles, to place of begin
ning, containing approximately thir
ty-five sections of land, twenty-eight 
of which are in Swisher county, Tex
as, and seven of which are in Randall 
county, Texas. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the 
close of this Session of the Legisla
ture, and the inadequate public free 
school facilities in the territory 
hereby incorporated for free school 
purposes only, create an emergency, 
and an imperative public necessitY 
that the constitutional rule requir-
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lng bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and the same Is 
hereby suspended, and this Act shall 
take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it Is so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature In 
Called Session: 
At the request of Senator Hall, I 

herewith submit for your .special con· 
sideration an Act, hereto attached, 
pertaining to jail guards and com
pensation for the!r services, together 
with such amendments, conditions 
and provisions as the Legislature 
may, in its wisdom, provide. 

F:.espectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 

To be entitled 

An Act to amend Article 1908 
(1066), of Chapter 3, of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure of the Re
vised Statutes of 1895, relating to 
the pay of jail guards, and declar
ing an emergency, 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Article 1098 

( I 0 6 6 l of the Code of Criminal Pro
cedure of the Revised Statutes of 
1895, of the State of Texas, be 
amended to read as follows: 

Article 1098 ( 1066). The sheriff 
shall be allowed for each guard nec
essarily employed in the safe keep
ing of prisoners one dollar and fifty 
cents for each day, and there shall 
not be any allowance made for the 
board of such guard, nor shall any 
allowance be made for jailer or turn
key, except in counties having forty 
thousand population or more. In 
such counties of forty thousand pop
ulation or more, the commissioners 
may allow each jail guard. jailer or 
turnkey two dollars and fifty cents 
per day. 

Sec. 2. The fact that said guards, 
jailers or turnkeys are now working 
for less than living wages, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public 
necessity exists authorizing the sus
pension of the constitutional rule re
quiring that bills be read on three 
several days, and that this Act take 
effect and be In force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 17, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
At the request of Mr. Bell and Sen

ator Johnson of your body, I here
with respectfully submit for your 
consideration a bill, hereto attached, 
creating the Crowell Independent 
School District of Foard County, Tex· 
as, together with such amendments, 
eonditions and provisions as the Leg
islature, in its discretion, may deem 
appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

A BILL 

To be entitled 

An Act creating the Crowell Inde
pendent School District of Foard 
County, Texas, for school purposes; 
giving the board of trustees of the 
said district power and jurisdiction 
over said lands and territories and 
the inhabitants thereof; requiring 
such board of trustees to levy, as
sess and collect and pay to the 
treasurer annually a proportionate 
part of the tax fund existing on 
the part of said territory, and de
claring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the LegisJa·ure of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. The Crowell Independ

ent School District is hereby created 
and established in Foard County, 
Texas, including and .within the Jim
its of that said territory described 
by metes and bounds, as follows~ 

The territory beginning in the N. 
W. corner of Section 503, Block A, 
of the H. & T. C. R,y, Co. survey in 
said county; thence S·. 1900 varas to 
the S. E. corner of said Section No. 
503; thence W. 1900 varas to the S. 
W. corner of said Section ~o. 503; 
thence S. 5700 varas to the S. W. 
corner of Section No. 500, Block A, 
of the said H. & T. C. Ry. Co. survey; 
thence E. 1900 varas to the S. E. 
corner of Section No. 500; thence S. 
3 8 0 0 varas to the S. W. corner of 
Section No. 487, Block A, of the said 
H. & T. C. Ry. Co. survey in said 
county; thence E. 3800 varas to a 
point; thence N. 1900 varas; thence 
27,600 varas to a point; thence N. 
9500 varas to the S. E. corner of the 
Section 390; thence W. 1900 varas 
to the S. E. corner of Section No. 405: 
thence N. 1900 varas to the N. E. 
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corner of said Section 406; thence W. 
9'600 varas to the N. ·W. corner of· 
Section No. 481; thence S. 1900 varas 
to the place of beginning, and con
taining forty (40) sq. miles; all of 
said sections of land being in the H. 
& T. C. Ry. Co. survey in Foard 
county. 

Sec. 2. That the Crowell school, 
which is situated in the said bounda
ries, shall hereby be divested of the 
control of the· public free schools 
within its limits and the said Crowell 
Independent School District shall 
hereby be invested with exclusive 
control of .the public free schools 
within the limits of said districts as 
hereinbefore defined; and the pres
ent board of trustees of the Crowell 
school within said limits are hereby 
made the board of trustees of the 
Crowell Independent School District, 
and the terms of office of said mem
bers of said board shall expire under 
this Act at the same time as if this 
independent school district had not 
been created, and their successors 
shall hereafter be elected as provided 
by the General Laws of the State of 
Texas, and the title and right to all 
properties owned, held, set apart or 
otherwise· dedicated to the use of 
public schools of said Crowell school, 
hereafter vested in the authorities of 
said Crowell Independent School Dis
trict, shall be and are hereby vested 
in the board of trustees of the Cro
well Independent School District and 
their successors in office. 

Sec. 3. That the said Crowell In
dependent School District shall have 
and exercise and is hereby vested 
with all the rights, powers, privileges 
and duties of the Crowell school in
corporated under the General Laws 
of the State of Texas for free school 
purposes only; and the board of trus
tees of the said Crowell Independent 
School District shall have and exer
cise and is hereby vested and charged 
with all the rights, powers and privi
leges and duties conferred and im
posed by the General Laws of this 
State upon the trustees of independ
ent school districts created and or
ganized under the General Laws of 
this State. 

Sec. 4. The school or schools, and 
the funds of same, included within 
the boundaries of the above described 
district shall not be affected for the 
school year of 1915-1916 by this Act, 
but th~ taxes levied for the sapport 
of such school or schools for such 
year shall not be diverted from the 

school or schools for which they were 
levied or collected because of this 
Act. And the bonds and taxes voted 
or levied for the support and main
tenance of the Crowell school shall 
remain in full force and effect for 
the said Crowell Independent School 
District. 

Bills and Resolutions. 

By Senator Johnson: 
S. B. No. 14, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter 
23, of the Local and Special Laws 
passed by the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, entitled 
'An Act creating the Happy Inde
pendent School District in Swisher 
and Randall Counties, Texas; defin
ing its metes and bounds; providing 
for a board of trustees therefor; vest
ing it with the rights and duties of 
districts incorporated under the gen
era) laws, and declaring an emer
gency.'" 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Educational Affairs. 

By Senator McNealus: 
S. B. No. 15, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act providing that any corpora
tion now or hereafter organized under 
the laws of this State authorized to 
construct, acquire and operate .elec
tric railways, commonly known as in
terurban railw.ays, shall have the 
power to purchase, lease or acquire 
the physical property, rights and 
franchises of any corporation owning 
suburban or street railways and giv
ing to such corporations so acquired, 
leased or purchased the right and 
power to sell or dispose of its prop
erties to such purchasing corporation, 
all upon such terms as may be agreed 
upon between the boards of directors 
of the respective corporations; pro
vided, that in case of said street car 
railways the consent of the city 
council, board of commissioners or 
other governing body, as the case 
may be, of the city where such street 
car line may be located, must first 
be obtained, and also authorized or 
approved by a majority of the stock
holders; and to provide that such 
corporation may enter into trackage 
or lease contracts with owners of 
street railways for passage into or 
through such towns or cities, the city 
council board of commissioners, or 
other 'governing body, consenting 
thereto." 

Read first time and referred to 
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Committee on Internal Improve- payment by Duval County to the 
ments. new county of all the funds collected 

Hy Senator Bailey of DeWitt: from the sale of school land situated 
s. B. J\o. 16, A bill to be entitled in the new ·county, and one-half of 

.. An Act to make it unlawful for any the available school funds; provid
pcrson, firm or private corporation ing tor the payment of teachers of 
wttlun this State to divert the nat- the public schools of the new county 
ural flow of the surf,ee waters in uutil the close of the present scholas
this State or to I•ermit such a diver- tic year; providing for the payment 
sion to continue after the passage of uy vuval County to the new county 
this Act, or to impound any waters one-half of all co~nty funds on hand 
or to permit the impounding thereof at the time this bill takes effect, ~nd 
to eontmue after the passage of this I provrdmg for the manner of paymg 
Act in sueh a manner as to damage said county funds to the new conn
the property of another: and to pro- ty; provrdmg for the tra~sfer of cer
vide that in all such cases the injured tam surts from the District Court of 
!•art)· shall, have remedies, both in Duval. County to the new county; 
law an 1; equity, inrluding damages providr.ng that the new county shall 
occasionej thereby, and declaring an be subJect to the general Ja_ws of the 
emergency." State, except where otherwrse stated 

Read first time and referred to llerein: providing for the jurisdiction 
Committee on Irrigation and Drain- I of the county court and the district 
ag<>. court; providing that all Jaws or 

Hy Senator Bailey of DeWitt: parts of laws in _conilict herew_ith 
s. B. No. 17, A bill to be entitled ohall have .no. applicatiOn; pro~idmg 

"An Act to create a more efficient that the ehmmatwn of a portwn of 
ruatl law for Wilson County, Texas. thts Act by t~e. courts ~hall not at
and deelaring an emergency." feet the remammg po~~wns, and de-

Head first time anti referred to clanng an eme~gency. 
Committee on Civil Jurisprudence. Read first time a_nd referred to 

B
. 

8 
p . Committee on Countres and County 

) ... en a tor arr. Boundaries 
S. B. No. 18, A bill to be entitled · 

"An Act to create and establish the By Senators Hall and Bailey of 
County of Lanham, in honor of s. w. Harris: 
T. Lanham, taken from the existing S. B. No. 19, A hill to be entitled 
territory of Duval County; prescrib- "An Act to reorganize the Twenty
ing its area and boundaries: appoint- third Judicial District of Texas and 
ing commissioners to organize said to create the Eightieth Judicial Dis
county, and prescribing their duties; t.rict of Texas, and to fix the time of 
pro\·iding for a division of said coun- holding the courts in said districts; 
ty into commissioners, election and and to fix the jurisdiction of the 
justke precincts, and defining the court for the Eightieth Judicial Dis
boundaries of same, and authorizing trict of the State of Texas, and to 
the changing of same by the com- provide for the appointment of a dis
missioners court under the general trict judge for said Eightieth Judicial 
Jaws: providing for the holding of District," etc. 
county and precinct elections for the Read first time and referred to 
election of county and precinct offi- Committee on Judicial Districts. 
cers and providing for the location of 
the county seat of said county; pro- By Senator Hall: 
viding for the attachment of said S. B. No. 20, A hill to be entitled 
county to judicial, representative. "An Act to amend Section 4, of Chap
senatorial and congressional districts ter 86, of the General Laws of the 
and supreme districts; providing for Thirty-second Legislature of the 
the assessment and collection of taxes State of Texas, relating to the issu
and for the defraying of expenses of ance of stocks and bonds by the as
organizing said new county, and pro- sociations and corporations brought 
vi ding for the new county to pay its under the jurisdiction of tbe Railroad 
pro rata share of the debts of the Commission by the said Chapter 86, 
county from which It is taken; so as to authorize such associations 
providing that Duval County shall an~ corporations to create indebted
pay one-half the expenses of ness and to issue stocks and bonds 
surveying and marking the bonn- in the same manner that railroad cor
dary line between it and the porations are permitted to do under 
new county; providing for the •.he provisions of the railroad stock 
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and bond law· of Texas, and declar
ing an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Commerce and Manu
factures. 

By Senator Hudspeth: 
. S. B. No. 21, A bill' to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 1372, 
Chapter 12, Title 17, of the Revised 
Penal Code of Texas, and Article 
7184, Chapter 3, Title 124, of the 
Rev.ised Civil Statutes of Texas, 
which chapters relate to the regula
tion of the butcher business, and to 
the detection of persons illegally 
handling and butchering of animals, 
and prescribing bond, rules and reg
ulations and penalties in connection 
therewith; said articles amended 
hereby name a large number of coun
ties as being exempt from the provis
ions of said chapters, and it is the 
purpose of this Act to reduce the 
number of counties so exempt, and 
declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Stock and Stockrais
ing. 

By Senator Page: 
S. B. No. 22, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act relieving the Sugarland 
Railway Company from the necessity 

·of rebuilding and constructing about 
three and one-half miles of its road 
in Fort Bend County, Texas, as or
dered by the court in a judgment en
tered jn · the cause of the State of 
Texas vs. The Sugarland Railway 
Company, No. 28,875, originating in 
the District Court of Travis County, 
Texas, and declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and . referred to 
Committee on State Affairs. 

Message !<rom the President of .the 
United States. 
The White House, 

Washington, May 12, 1915. 
My Dear Mr. Howerton: 

The President directs me to ac
knowledge the receipt of your tele
gram of May 10, and to express his 
profound appreciation of the action 
of the Senate of Texas in its generous 
expression of confidence and sup
port. He asks me to· say to you that 
.such messages hearten him greatly. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. F. TUMULTY, 

Secretary to the President. 
Ron. W. v. Howerton, Secretary 

of the Senate of Texas, Austin, Texas. 
Morning call concluded. 

' 6-Senate 

Senate Bill No. 18. 

Senator Parr called up Senate Bill 
No. 18, by unanimous consent, and 
moved that the Senate i'ule requiring 
committee reports to lie over for one 
day be suspended, for the purpose of 
considering this bill (see Appendix 
for committee report). 

The motion was adopted. 
On motion. of Senator Parr, the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read 9n three several days was 
suspended, and Senate Bill No. 18 
put on its second reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Astin. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee. 
Brelsford .. 
Clark. 
Cowell. 
Hall. 
Harley. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson. 

King. 
McGregor. 
McNealus. 
Nugent. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Conner. 
Absent. 

Bailey of DeWitt. 
Darwin. 
Gibson. 
Lattimore. 

McCollum. 
Morrow. 
Smith. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

S. B. No. 18, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create and establish the 
County of Lanham, in honor of S. 
W. T. Lanham, taken from the exist
ing territory of Duval County; pre
scribing its area and boundaries; ap
pointing commissioners to organize 
said county, and prescribing their du
ties; providing for a division of said 
county into commissioners, election 
and justice precincts, and definin,g 
the boundaries of same, and author
izing the changing of same by the 
Commissioners Court under the gen
eral laws; providing for the holding 
of county and precinct elections for 
the election of county and precinct 
officers and providing for the loca
tion of the county seat of said coun
ty; providing for the attachment of 
said county to judicial, representa
tive, senatorial and congressional dis
tricts and supreme districts; provid-
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I 
lng for the assessment and collection 1 Absent. 
of taxes and for the defraying of ex
penses of organizing said new county, Bailey of DeWitt. 
and providing for the new county to g~:s~~." 

McCollum. 
Morrow. 
Page. 
Smith. pay Its pro rata share of the debts Lattimore 

of the county of which it is taken; · 
providing that Duval County shall The hili was laid before the Sen-
pay one-half the expenses of survey- ate, read third time, and passed by 
ing and marking the boundary line the following vote: 
between It and the new county; pro
viding for the payment by Duval 
County to the new county of all tha Astin. 

Yeas-25. 

Johnson. 
King. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Nugent. 
Page. 

funds collected from the sale of Bailey of Harrla. 
sthcol land situated in the new coun- Bee. 
ty, and one-half of the available Brelsford. 
school funds; providing for the pay- Clark. 
meat of teachers of the public schools Conner. 
of the new county until the close of Cowell. 
the present scholastic year; provid- Darwin, 
ing for the payment by Duval County Hall. 
to the new county one-half of all; Harley. 
county funds on hand at the time Harris. 
th1s bill takes effect, and providing Henderson. 
for the manner of paying said county Hudspeth. 

Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

funds to the n~w county; providing 
for the transfer of certain suits from Nays-1. 

the District Court of Duval County Suiter. 
to the new county; providing that 
the new county shall be subject to 
the general Ia ws of the State, except 
where otherwise stated herein; pro
viding for the jurisdiction of the 
county court and the district court; 
providing that all laws or parts of 
laws in conflict herewith shall have 
no application; providing that the 
elimination of a portion of this Act 
by the courts shall not affect the re
maining portions, and declaring an 
emergency." 

The committee report was adopted. 
The bill was read second time and 

passed to engrossment. 
On motion of Senator Parr, the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was 
suspended, and Senate Bill No. 18 
put on its third reading and final 
passage by the following \'Ote: 

Yeas-23. 

Astin. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Hall. 
Harley. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 

.Johnson. 
King. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Nugent. 
0 arr. 
Robbins. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absent. 

Bailey of DeWitt. McCollum. 
Gibson. Morrow. 
Lattimore. 

Senator Parr moved. to reconsider 
the vote by which Senate Bill No. 18 
was passed, and table the motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Honse Bill No. 11. 
(By unanimous consent.) 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 11, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for the purchase 
of certain lands and Improvements 
thereon In Washington County, 
Texas, the same being lands upon 
which there has been erected a mon· 
ument commemorating the fact that 
at said point was located the first 
capitol of Texas, etc., making an ap
propriation therefor, and declaring 
an emergency." 

(Senator Hudspeth In the Chair.) 
The committee report was adopted. 
The bill was read second time and 

passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Senator Page, the 

constitutional rule requiring billa to 
be read on three several days was 
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Absent. suspended, and House Bill No. 11 put 
on its third reading ·and final pass-

b• the following vote: Gibson. 
age • Harley. 

McCollum. 
Morrow. 

Yeas--27. Lattimore. 

Astin. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee. 

Johnson. 
King. 
McGregor. 
McNealus. 
Nugent. 
Page .. 

Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harley. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 

Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absent. 

Bailey of DeWitt. McCollum. 
Lattimore. Morrow. 

The bill was laid before the S'en
a te, read third time and passed. 

Senator Page moved to reconsider 
the vote by which House Bill No. 11 
was passed and table the motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Senate Bill No. 14. 

Senator Johnson asked unanimous 
consent to take up Senate Bill No. 
14, and there was objection. 

Senator Johnson moved to suspen!l 
the regu'lar order of business and 
take up, out of its order, Senate Bill 
No. 14. 

The motion was adopted by the 
following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Astin. Johnson. 
Bailey of DeWitt.King. 
Bailey of Hatr!s, Nugent. 
Bee. Page. 
Brelsford. Parr. 
Conner. ~obbins. 
Cowell. Smith. 
Darwin. Suiter. 
Hall. Townsend. 
Hartl's. Westbrook. 
Henderson. Wiley. 
Hudspeth. 

Clark. 
McGregor. 

Nays--,-3. 

McNeal'Us. 

On motion of Senator Johnson, the 
Senate rule requiring committee re
ports to lie over for one day was 
suspended. (See Appendix for com
mittee report.) 

On motion of Senator Johnson, the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was sus
pended, and Senate Bill No. 14 put 
on its second reading and final pass
age by the following vote: 

Yeas-25. 

Astin. 
Bailey of DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harris. 
nee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Hall. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 

Johnson. 
King. 
McGregor. 
Nugent. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

A.bsent. 

Gibson. 
:Barley. 
Lattimore. 

McCollum. 
McNealus. 
Morrow. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

s. B. No. 14, Happy Independent 
School District in Swisher and Ran
dall Counties. 

The committee report was adopted. 
The bill was read second time and 

passed to engrossment. 
On motion of Senator Johnson, the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was 
suspended, and Senate Bill No. 14 
put on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-27. 

Astin. 
Bailey of DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harris. 
~e .. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Hall. 

Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson. 
King. 
McCollum. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Nugent. 
Page. 
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Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 

Gibson. 
Harley. 

Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absent. 

Lattimore. 
~lorrow. 

The bill was laid before the Sen· 
ate, read third time, and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas-29. 

Astin. 
Bailey of DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson. 

King. 
~lcCollum. 
M<"Gregor. 
McNealus. 
~lorrow. 
:-.:ugent. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Townsend. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absent. 

Harley, Lattimore. 

Senator Johnson moved to recon· 

after the enacting clause and insert
ing in lieu thereof the following. 

The same being the original bill, 
as mtroduced, and as prepared by 
the subcommittee of the Finance 
Committee, and that the amendment 
be not printed in the Journal. 

After discussion, action recurred 
on the amendment, and the same was 
lost by the following vote: 

Clark. 
Conner. 
Cowell. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 

Astin. 

Yeas-13. 

Johnson. 
Lattimore. 
McNeal us. 
Page. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook, 

Nays-13. 

Bailey of Harris. 
McGregor. 
Nugent. 
Parr. 
Smith. 
Townsend. 
Wiley. 

Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Darwin. 
Hudspeth. 
McCollum. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Bailey of DeWitt. Morrow. 

Absent. 

sider the vote by which Senate Bill Harley. 
No. 14 was passed, and table the mo- King. 
tion to reconsider. 

Robbins. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Senate Bill No. 7. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

S. B. No. 7·, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act making appropriations to 
pay the salaries of officers and em· 
pioyes of certain educational Insti
tutions and other expenses of main
taining and cond uctlng them, as fol
lows, to wit: University of Texas, 
o\l!:ricultural and Mechanical College, 
State Experimental Station, Prairie 
View Normal, College of Industrial 
Arts for Women, Sam Houston Nor
mal Institute, North Texas State 
Normal, Southwest Texas Normal 
School, and West Texas Normal 
School, and declaring an emergency." 

The committee report. recom
mending a substitute bill, was adopt· 
ed. 

Senator Cowell offered the follow
ing amendment: 

Amend the bill by striking out all 

Recess. 

Senator Brelsford, at 12: 40 o'clock 
P. m., moved that the Senate recess 
until 4 o'clock p. m. today. 

Senator :\lcNealus moved that the 
Senate adjourn until 10 o'clock to· 
morrow morning. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 
The motion to recess was adopted. 

After Recess. 
(Afternoon Session.) 

The Senate was called to order by 
President Pro Tern. Wiley. 

Messages From the Governor. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
'fhe Constitution of the United 
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States provides: That within every 
subeequent term of ten years after 
the first meeting of the Congress of 
the United States that the respective 
Legislatures of each State may di
vide each State into congressional 
representative districts, based upon 
the actual enumeration of population 
by the last Federal census. Said 
Constitution of the United States also 
provides that the Legislatures of the 
respective States may provide the 
times, place and manner of holding 
elections for representatives to rep
resent said representative districts In 
the United States Congress. 

More than ten years having elapsed 
since a division of the State of Texas 
into representative districts, I, there
fore, submit for your respectful con
sic.eration the sole question of proper 
.egislation, looking to the division 
and apportionment of the State into 
represeatative districts, from which 
representatives are to be elected to 
represent said districts in the Con
gress of the United States. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature in 
Called Session: 
I herewith respectfully submit for 

your consideration a bill, hereto at
tached, same being "An Act granting 
to the City of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
all right, title and interest of the 
State of Texas to certain lands lying 
and being situated under the waters 
of Corpus Christi Bay, and belonging 
to the State of Texas," together with 
such terms, provisions and condi
tions as the Legislature may, in its 
wisdom, prescribe. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAB. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

An Act granting to the City of Cor
pus Christi, Texas, all right, title 
and interest of the State of Texas 
to certain land fying and being sit
uated under the waters of Corpus 
Christi Bay, and providing for a 
consideration to be paid the State, 
and granting to said City of Cor
pus Christi the right, power and 
authority to construct, own and 
maintain certain sea walls, break 

waters and dams, and to fill in the 
space between the main land and 
said sea walls, break waters and 
dams with sand, dredge spoil or 
other material, and granting to the 
City of Corpus Christi the right to 
take from Corpus Christi Bay such 
sand, dredge spoil or other mate
rial as may be necessary or desira
ble for filling in said space; and 
authorizing said City of Corpus 
Christi to remove and abate any 
encroachments or structures exist
ing on said property east of a line, 
fixing the limit of riparian rights 
and to bring such suit or suits as 
may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this Act; and grant
Ing to said City of Corpus Christi 
the right to purchase, construct 
own and maintain piers and 
wharves and to grant franchises 
therefor into the waters of Corpus 
Christi Bay beyond said sea walls. 
break waters and dams upon vote 
or the people of the said city, and 
to establish a commercial district; 
also granting to the shore owners 
certain lands in lieu of their lit
toral rights, and providing for con
siderat:on to be paid to the State 
for such lands, and for patents to 
be issued and for reversion to the 
State of the grant in case of fail
ure to perform tts conditions, and 
granting the right of eminent do
main, and reserving all mineral 
right to the State. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature ot 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. All the right, title and 

interest of the State of Texas to all 
of the land hereinafter jn this sec
tion described lying and being situat
ed under the waters of Corpus Christi 
Bay, and within the corporate limits 
of the City of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
except that portion of the same here
inafter in Section 2, granted to the 
abutting property owners, is hereby 
granted to the City of Corpus Christi, 
Texas, for public purposes only ex
cept as hereinafter otherwise pro
vided, said land so granted under this 
section being described as follows: 
All of the land under the waters of 
Corpus Christi Bay, between the 
northern and southern boundary line~ 
of said City of Corpus Christi, and 
extending in an easterly direction 
from the present shore line, at right 
angles thereto, a distance of 6 6 0 feet; 
the present shore line shall be con
sidered the line of natural contact 
between the land and the waters of 
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said bay at average high tide as evi
denced by elevation zero of the datum 
plane as established by the Federal 
Government and adopted by the City 
of Corpus Christi; for the purposes 
contemplated herein the shore line 
between Sta.rr Street and Power 
Street shaiJ be held to be coincident 
with the east line of Water Street be
tween said points. 

Sec. 2. All the right, title and in
terest of the State of Texas In the 
traet of land hereinafter described, 
and being a portion of the tract of 
land described In Section 1 hereof, 
lying and being situated under the 
waters of Corpus Christi Bay and 
within the limits of the City of Cor
pus Christi, Texas, except that por
tion covered by extensions of the 
streets of said city over said tract, 
is hereby granted to the persons who 
have fee simple title to the property 
abutting upon the waters of said 
bay within said area, subject, bow
ever, to the further provisions of this 
Act. By abutting property as used 
in this Act is meant property, the 
eastern boundary of which Is washed 
by the waters of Corpus Christi Bay, 
or which abuts upon a street the 
eastern boundary of which Is washed 
by the waters of said bay. Each 
abutting property owner as defined 
by this grant shall be entitled to the 
right, title and Interest of the State In 
that portion only of said submerged 
lands herein granted Included within 
an extension of the northern and 
southern boundary lines of his abut
ting property (after allowing full 
sixty feet for any Intervening street) 
eJ<tended for 300 feet between paral
lel lines over said submerged lands. 
Said land so granted under this sec
tion being described as follows: 

Commencing at a point on the 
south boundary line of said city, 
which Is 3 0 0 feet easterly from and 
at right angles to the east line of 
Ocean Drive, run thence in a north
erly direction along lines which shall 
be parallel to and 300 feet distant 
from the east line of Ocean Drive, 
Bay View Avenue and Water Street 
to a point in the south line of Power 
Street projected easterly into the bay, 
which is 300 feet east of the east 
line of Water Street; thence continue 
along a line running northerly which 
Is 300 feet distant from and parallel 
to a line drawn from the southeast 
corner of Power and Water Streets 
to the northeast corner of Block 93, 
beach portion of the city, to a point 

which i.s 300 fe.et distant from afore
said line and also 306 feet distant 
f~om a line drawn from the Bortb
eaat corner of Block 93, beach por
tion of the southeast corner of Ave
nue A and Thirteenth Street; thence 
continue In a northerly direction along 
a line which is 300 feet distant from 
and parallel to a line drawn from 
the northeast corner of Block 93, 
beach portion of the city, to the 
southeast corner of Avenue A and 
Thirteenth Street, to a terminal In 
the north boundary line of said city. 

For the purposes contemplated In 
this bill, the east line of Bay VIew 
Avenue, between Buford Avenue and 
Furman Avenue, shall be considered 
a line joining the east line of Bay 
VIew Avenue on Buford Avenue, with 
the east line of Water Street north 
on Furman Avenue. 

Sec. 3. The City of Corpus Christl, 
Texas, Is hereby granted the right, 
power and authority to construct, own 
and maintain within said territory 
hereby grl!-nted such sea walls, break 
waters and dams as may be necessary 
or desirable Into the waters of Cor
pus Christi Bay and to fill In the 
space bet ween the said sea walls, 
dams and break waters and the main
land with sand, dredge soil or other 
material taken from the waters of 
Corpus Christl Bay, and all area 
formed by such construction and fill
ing In (except the portion herein 
granted to the abutting owners) is 
hereby declared to be tbe property 
of the City of Corpus Christi, to he 
used by said city for public purposes 
only, and said city shall have the 
right, power and authority to con
struct such walks, drives, parks and 
buildings for public purposes only, 
and any such building may be rented 
for purposes of public nature and all 
proceeds derived from the rental 
thereof shall be paid Into the general 
fund of the city. Provided, that the 
city shall not have the right to take 
any such material from the said bay 
except so much as shall be necessary 
to fill in the area herein granted. The 
filling in of the parcels of submerged 
lands here!n granted to the owners 
of abutting property shall be at the 
cost and expense of the said abutting 
property owner; provided, however, 
that If any portion of the tracts 
herebv granted to the abutting prop
erty owners shall be the subject mat
ter of litigation at the time said city 
shall construct said dam, break 
water or seR wall and the claimants 
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t;l!.!!J1eto llhl!-ll fail to fill iJl said area, 
97: if 111t sv.ch time the a'Jiutting prop
e.r.ty ownl!r shall ;fail or refuse -to 
make said flU, then in such event 
the City 9f .Qm•pus (Jhristi may fill 
in the same, and the cost Price of 
Jhe fi)lin~ th~reof ~~all b!! a lien 
)lpqn ~11-j!J prop!lr~y i!l favnr of s;~.id 
city, and in the B:Y:e!lt tl!.e ~ame is not 
pa.id w~t,hin tbi,r.ty P,ays after sai!i lot 
Ill fillep. tPe city m,ay fQreclose said 
lie!.l ,for the cost price and interest 
tllePe()l!l at t~l! rate, of 6 P!lr cep.t per 
annum. 

Sec. 4. Within sixty days after the 
passage !4!!-4 J!.Pp.ro:val of this bill the 
City of Corpus Christi shall have its 
city engineer to survey and locate 
by proper stakes .• ~arks, objects and 
~ll~ tJ!.E! tr~~o!)t ch_er!lin granted to the 
~aid ~;ity as WEIH as ·the various tracts 
!J.!Ir!li-!1 Dfl),nted to ~e abutting prop-
81'tF qwner~; said (lity e!lgineer shall 
a!so IJI.Y out the prl!jections of the 
11¥-r;i.p.us !!t.ree~s qf the city running 
east a!J;Ji ,west acl'oss th!l 300 feet 
strip !lerei~ gra~;~tad to the abutting 
~eJ:t.Y ownl!ra and shall e~tablish 
tl:!<l! ~1\d.A.s fpp tllll fill tll.erein. ~s 
~~~~~~ ap s~a !iUn'~Y is llompleted by 
~~id ~;ity !lngipe.ftr, said abutting 
ll!'!lJle;llty o~efl! ~hall convey to the 
Cit)' pf !J~pus ~risti all of the 
~~~ht, t!tJe an4 l,Jl·terest in a!ld to any 
of ·ll&!!l sP.llm~ged lan!ls beypnd tha 
31).0 ~~et li!le as )Veil as all riparian, 
jittprlf<l ,GJ' oth!'ll.' ;r.igh ts clai.med by 
.them. ll!" <&!IY of t!J.at!il &II a littpra_l pro
priet!>;r or prf)prieto~s, ~~ond s!l.all pay 
~o tl!!l pity !lis p,r,o rata share of the 
purchase price of this grant as here
i'4allter 4J'pvi~ed, w·hereupon the va
rious abu~tl;ng preperty owners upon 
the execution of said deeds may, at 
their ow.:n X\l'OP81' ~ost and expanse, 
p.ro~a!li! to fill ~nd reclaim said lots 
as ;w:llll as t!J.ll l!Rrtio:ns of the con
t.jg.uous street!!; ll!"oVided, said fill 
~h~l.l )l!l maqe pf s.u\lh !llaterials and 
upon th!l gra!:le and in the manner 
li<P~rpved by tlie ~ity ~.council; and 
shall ;re!l!liv.e patents for said land as 
hilrllW. 0tll~w1lile provided. 

Sec. 5. Within six months aft& 
Ute p.assag.e of this Act, the City of 
Q~~;;rpus Christi spall designate by or
dinl!Jlce a space of not less than 
twenty-one hundred linaal feet along 
said 600 foot line fixed in Section 
1 hereof, as a shippill.g distrfct, and 
no cemmercial wharf or pier of any 
character shall be permitted or au
t!lo,rlzed by said city to be built in 
front of said 600 foot line at any 

otl).er point than in front of said 
"\Hnty"one hundred foot space. 

Sec. 6. The City of Corpus Christi 
is here-by granted the right, power 
and authority to purchase, own, con
struct and maintain wharve:; anci 
peirs and to grant franchises to ll,ny 
person. pompany or corpo;ration fl)r 
the coli.st~uction of wharves and piers 
beyond said wall, break water or dam 
a·nd into the waters of Corpus Christi 
Bay beyond said sea wall; provided, 
·however, the said City of Corpus 
Christi shall not grant any such fran. 
chise for any term of years until the 
question o{ making such grant shall 
be first submitted to a vote of the 
PFOperty tax .Payers· of the City of 
O,qrpps Christi as shown by the tax 
rons of the Sl).id city, under the pro
;yjsipns in ·its char-ter as it now ex
.illts or as same may be at any time 
h!lreafter amenlied. The election to 
v;ote \!POD such question to be held 
and the returns thereof made as pro
videll for in said ·Charter or amend
ment thereto and no wharves or piers 
or struct.ures of any kind shall be 
oGnstructed, by anY one save the City 
of ·Corpus Christi, beyond said sea 
walls, br11ak wat!!r or dam into th~t 
wateFs of Corpus Christi Bay except 
undl!r a franchise granted under the 
provisions hereof. 

Sec. 7. For the purpose of carry. 
ing out the provsions of this Act the 
said City of Corpus Christi is hereby 
gnanted the right, power and author
ity to a)late and remove any and ·all 
encroll.chments or structures of any 
~ill.d now existing on said property, 
east of said 300 foot line, and west 
uf said line where such encroach
me:nts pr structuve is upon any map
ped or ,platted street between such 
water blocks, and shall have the 
r.ig.ht to bring such suit or suits as 
may be necessary to carry out the 
p,rovisians of this Act to the same 
axtent and as fully and completely as 
tlle Stat!! of Texas might bring such 
su.its pr.ior to the passage hereof; 
pr.ovj4ed, howevar, no suit shall be 
brought to remove or abate any 
struct.ure now existing on said prop
erty east of said 300 foot lina until 
said sea wall or break water has been 
completed; provided, further, how
ever,, that nothing herein contained 
shall prevent or prohibit the City of 
Cor.pus Christi from bringing such 
suit or suits as may be necessary Ol' 
desirable to try the title to any of 
the land hereby granted west of said 
300 1\Qot line at any time it may be 
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desirable to bring such suits after the 
going into effect of this Act. Pro
vided, further, that when any such 
structures have been erected under 
valid and legal con tract with the city 
by franchise or otherwise, these 
rights shall not be taken away with
out compensation under the law of 
eminent domain as hereinafter pro
vided. 

Sec. 8. For the purpose of carry
Ing out the provisions of this Act 
the City of Corpus Christi shall have 
and exercise the right of eminent do
main to be exercised in the same 
manner now provided by law for rail
way companies. 

Sec. 9. Upon 'the completion of the 
survey bY the city engineer herein
before provided for, the· City of Cor
pus Christi shall make application to 
the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office for the purchase of the 
tract set forth in Section 1 hereof. 
Such application shall particularly de
scribe said tract by field notes In ac
cordance with the survey made by 
said city engineer, and shall be ac
companied by tbe sum of $2.00 In 
cash for each and every acre, or frac
tion thereof, contained in said tract. 
The Commissioner of the. General 
Land Office shall file said applica
tion In his office, and shall send a 
certified copy thereof to be filed In 
the deed records of Nueces County, 
Texas. 

Sec. 10. Should the City of Cor
pus Christi, Texas, fall within ten 
years after the passage of this Act 
to complete the sea wall or break 
watE>r and the filling herein contem
plated, the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office shall then, without 
further judicial ascertainment, de· 
clare such application forfeited, and 
the said City of Corpus Christi and 
all abutting property owners as here
in defined shall forfeit to the State 
<JfTexas all rights acquired hereunder 
as well as the purchase price paid. 
anil the littoral rights heretofore 
granted to the dty by the abutting 
property owners shall revert to salcl 
abutting property owners. But should 
said work or Improvement be com
pleted within said ten years, a patent 
shall then be issued bv the State of 
Tel<as to the City of Corpus Christi. 
and to each abutting property owner, 
or their heirs, successors or assigns. 
No title shall vest In either the City 
of Corpus Christi or said abutting 

said City of Corpus Christl shall, 
during said period of time, have the 
right and authority to bring any suit 
or suits, or to take any other action 
to prevent any encroachment or tres. 
pass upon· the land hereinbefore de
scribed to the same extent, and as 
fully and completely as the State of 
Texas might bring such suits prior 
to the passage hereof. 

Sec. 11. All mineral rights, In
cluding oil and gas, existing on said 
land or under the same, are hereby 
expressly reserved to the State of 
Texas. 

Bllls and REI'!<llutions. 
(By unanimous consent.) 

By Senator Hall: 
S. B. No. 23, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter 26 of the 
Acts of the First Called Session of 
the Thirty-third Legislature, author
Izing the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Ofrtce to sell and condi
tionally relinquish to J. J. Kane of 
the City of Galveston, his heirs or 
assigns, for the purpose of construct
ing a dry dock or marine railways, all 
title and claim in the State of Texas 
to certain lands under water on the 
shores of Galveston Bay, so as to pro
vide for the sale and conveyance of 
said property In consideration of the 
erection of a dry dock or marine rail
ways at a cost of not less than one 
hundred fifty thousand ($150,000) 
dollars, and the payment to the State 
or Texas of the price agreed upon as 
herein provided, and declaring an 
emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on State Affairs. 

By Senator Clark: 
S. B. No. 24, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to apportion the State of 
Texas into congressional districts, 
naming the counties composing same, 
and providing for the election of a 
mem her of the Congress of the Unit
ed States from each district, repeal
Ing all laws and parts of laws In con
flict herewith, and declaring an emer
gency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Congressional Dis
tricts. 

Senate Bill No. 7. 
(Pending business.) 

property owners until said patent Is Action 
issued; pro,•idecl, however, that the• business, 

recurred on the pending 
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S. B. No. 7, the educational insti
tutions appropriation· bill. 

Senator Brelsford moved that the 
items be considered in the order in 
which they appeared in the bill. 

Adjournment. 

On motion of Senator Lattimore, 
the Senate, at 4: 15 o'clock p. m., ad
journed until 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. 

APPENDIX. 

Oommittee Report. 

Austin, Texas, May 18, 1916. 
Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 

Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Min

ing Irrigation and Drainage, to 
whom was submittea senate Bill No. 
16,. 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and I am instructed to re
port it back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass and 
be not printed, but be printed in the 
Journal. 

BRELSFORD, Chairman. 

after the passage of this Act, or to im
pound such waters or to permit the 
impounding thereof caused by him 
to continue after the passage of this 
Act, in such a manner as to damage 
the property of another, by the over-
flow of said water so diverted or im
pounded, and that in all such cases 
the injured party shall have reme
dies in both law and equity, includ
ing damages occasioned thereby; pro
vided, that the passage of this Act 
shall in no way affect the construc
tion and maintenance of levees and 
other improvements for the purpose 
of controlling floods, overflows and 
freshets in rivers, creeks and streams, 
nor the construction of canals for the 
purpose of conveying waters for ir
rigation; and, provided, further, that 
nothing in this Act shall be· so con
strued as to authorize or give au
thority to persons or corporations 
owning or constructing canals for ir
rigation or other purpose, to con
struct or maintain any canal, lateral 
canal or ditch in such manner as to 
obstruct any river, creek, bayou, gul
ly, slough, ditch or other well defined 
natural drainage. 

Sec. 2. The importance of this leg
islation and the crowded condition 
of the calendar creates an emergency 

Following is the bill in full: 1 and an imperative public n~cessity 
· which requires that the constitution-

By BaileY of DeWitt. S. B. No. 16. al rule requiring bills be read on 
three separate days shall be suspend· 

A BILL ed, and said rule is hereby suspended; 
To be entitled that this Act shall take effect and 

An Act to make it unlawful for any 
person, firm or private corporation 
within this State to divert the nat
ural flow of the surface waters in 

·this State or to permit such a di
version to continue arter the pass
age of this Act, or to impound any 
waters or to permit the impound
ing thereof to continue after the 
passage of this Act, in such a man
ner as to damage the property of 
another; and to provide that in all 
such cases the injured party shall 
have remedies, both in law and 
equity, including damages occa
sioned thereby, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be it enacted by. the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That .. it shall hereafter 

be unlawful for any person, firm or 
private corporation to divert the nat
ural flow of the surface waters in 
this State or to permit a diversion 
thereof caused by him to continue 

be in force from and after its pass
age, and it is so enacted. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

Senator Gibson: Telegram, num
erously signed by citizens of Dallas, 
favoring "Gibson" bill. 

Senator Smith: Telegram, signed 
by J. G. Woolworth et al., Carthage, 
favoring "Gibson" bill; telegram 
from G. A. Bodenheimer, Longview 
opposing "Gibson" bill; telegram 
from M. M. Carroll, Joaquin, Texas, 
opposing· "Gibson" bill; telegram 
from N. J. Dobbs, Marshall, opposing 
"Gibson" bill; telegram from J. M. 
Hoskins et al., Longview, favoring 
"Gibson" bill; petition from citizens 
of Gregg County, numerously signed, 
favoring "Gibson" bill; telegram 
from M. J. Whitfield et al., Beckville. 
favoring "Gibson" bill; petition from 
Carthage opposing "Gibson" bill. . 

Senator Bee: Letter from L. F. 
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Robichaux, San Antonio, opposing 
"Gibson" bill; five letters from va
rious citizens of San Antonio favor
ing "Gibson" blll, and five telegrams; 
five letters from the same city tavor
lng "Gibson" bill. 

Senator Page: Telegram from Al
bert Stone et a!, Brenham, favoring 
"Gibson" bill. 

Senator !llcColl urn: Telegram from 
J. E. Yantis, Waco, favoring "Gib
>on" bill. 

Senator Hudspeth: Telegram from 
San Angelo, signed by Milburn Mc
Carty et al, favoring "Gibson" bill. 

SPnator Harley: Telegram from 
Business Men's Club at Seguin favor
Ing "Gibson" bill. 

Committee Reports. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1916. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Ju

dicial Districts, to whom was refer
red 

S. B. No. 19, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to reorganize the Twenty
third J udlclal District, and to organ
Ize and fix the jurisdiction of the 
court for the Eightieth Judicial Dis
trict," 

Have bad the same under consid
eration, and report the same back tO 
the Senate with the recommendation 
that it do pass, and be not printed. 

Nugent, Chairman; Conner. Parr, 
Darwin, King, Suiter, Gibson, Bailey 
of Harris. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

Han. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on In

ternal Improvements. to whom was 
referred 

S. B. No. 1 ii, A bill to be entitled 
.. An Act providing that any corpora
tion now or hereafter organized 
under the laws of this State, author
ized to construct, acquire and oper
ate electric railways, commonly 
known as interurban railways, shall 
have the power to purchase, lease or 
acquire the physical property, rights 
and franchises of any other corpora
tion organized for like purposes, or 
to acquire, lease or purchase the 

physical properties, rights and fran
chises of any corporation awning au· 
burban or street railways and giving 
to such corporation so acquired, leas
ed or purchased the right and power 
to sell or dispose of Its properties to 
such purchasing corporation, all upon 
such terms as may be agreed upon 
between the boards of directors of 
the respective corporations; provided, 
that In case of said street car rail
ways, the consent of the city council, 
board of commissioners, or other 
governing body, as the case may be, 
of the city where such street car line 
may be located, must first be ob
tained, and also authorized or ap
proved by a majority of the stock
holders; and to provide that such cor
porations may entt>r Into trackage or 
lease contracts with owners of street 
railways for passage Into or through 
auch towns or cities, the city council, 
board of commissioners, or other gov
ern!ng body consenting thereto," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and I am Instructed to re
port the same back to the Senate 
with the recommendation that It do 
pass, and be not printed. 

Bailey of DeWitt, Chairman; Mc
Gregor, McNealus, Brelsford, Hender· 
son, Astin, Bee, Westbrook, Smith, 
Johnson, Parr, Gibson. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, lllay 18, 1916. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
8ir: We, your Committee on Stock 

and Stockralslng, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 21, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 1372, ChaP
ter 12, Title 17, of the Revised Penal 
Code of Texas, and Article 7184, 
Chapter 3, Title 124, of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, which chap
ters relate to the regulation of the 
butcher business, and to the detec
tion of persons illegally handling and 
bu tcherlng of animals, and prescrib
Ing bond, rules and regulations and 
penalties in connection therewith; 
said articles amended hereby name 
a large number of counties as being 
exemPt from the provisions of said 
chapters, and it ·is the purpose of this 
Art to reduce the number of coun
ties so exempt, and declaring an 
emergency,'' 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
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same back to tbe Senate with. the 
recommendation that It. d.o .p.ass, but 
be not printed. 

Clark, Chairman; Pau, Joqnson, 
Lattimore, Conner, Suiter, Hudspeth. 

(Floor Report, by una-nimous con-
sent.) ' 

Sen111te Chamber, 
Austin, Texa.s, May 18, 1.915. 

Hon. Jas. R. Wiley, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Counties 

·and County Bpunci~~orle~. t.o whom was 
referred · · 

S. B. No. 18, A bill to be entitled 
"AI! Act to create and establish the 
County of Lanham, in 'honor of S. 
W. T. Lanham, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report said 
bill back to the Senate with the rec
ommendation 'that it do pass and be 
not printep. 

Parr, Chairman; Smith, Gibson. 
Clark, Cowell, McCollum,. Conner. 

(Floor Report.~ 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Fi

nance, to whom was referred 
H. B. No. 14, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act making an appropriation of 
the sum of' four thousand ( $4,000) 
dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, to cover the expense 
of printing and publishing House 
Joint Resolutions Nos. 1, 4, 9 and 
34, and Senate .Joint Resolutions Nos. 
3 and 18, submitted by the Thirty
fourth Legislature in Regular Ses
sion, and to cover the cost of print
ing the ballots to be used in the elec
tion to be held on the fourth (4th) 
Saturday in July, ·1915; the expense 
of printing and distributing the proc
lamation of the Governor calling said 
election, and the expense of postage 
and express used in connection there
with, and declaring an emergency," 

Have had same under considera
tion, and beg leave to report the same 
'hack to the Senate with the recom-

mendation that it do pass, and be not 
printed. 

Cowell, Chairman; Bee, Brelsford, 
King, Clark, Johnson, Harris. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, MaY 17, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Educa

tional Affairs, to whom was referred 
S. B. No. 14, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter 
23, of the Local and Special Laws 
passed by the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, entitled 
'An Act creating the Happy Independ
ent School District in Swisher and 
Randall Counties, Texas,' and declar
ing an emergency," 

Have had same under considera
tion, and we beg to report the same 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass, and be not 
printed. 

Bee, Chairmaq; Johnson, Darwin. 
Astin, Harley, Robbins, Bailey of 
Harris. 

Ep.,"l''ssing Committee Reports. 

Committ~e Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on En-

grossed Bills have carefully com
pared Senate Bill No. 18, being "An 
Act to create and establish the County 
of Lanham, in honor of S. W. T. Lan
ham, taken from the existing terri
tory of Duval County, and declaring 
an emergency," and find same cor
rectly engrossed. 

WESTBROOK, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 18, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on En-

grossed Bills have carefully com
pared Senate Bill No. 14, being "An 
Act to amend Section 1, Chapter 23, 
of the local and special Ia ws of the 
Regular Session of the Thirty-fourth 
Legislature,'' and find same correctly 
engrossed. 

WESTBROOK, Chairman. 


